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ravages as much as possible; but it will take a long time to restore the gardens,
trees, and the former neatness. The soil, parched by a burning sun and deprived
of the shade which is so necessary in that climate, has become hard and sterile.
But, if the station of Nusserabad looks wretched, it is by no means wretched in
reality: having a large garrison, and being near Ajmere, it contains a European
society of some importance, which does its best to enjoy itself.

It appears that they very seldom see strangers there, so that the arrival of
our caravan, crossing the whole camp and installing itself without a word, created
quite a sensation. During the day several of the curious came and examined us
at closer quarters and walked round our bungalow. Our appearance and costume,
and the armed men who surrounded us, caused the most absurd conjectures con-
cerning us: by some we were put down as Hussian spies. At last, however, the

magistrate of the camp, Captain Sh-------, accompanied by one of his friends,

devoted himself to discovering who we were, and paid us a visit After a few
explanations we had a good laugh over the mistake, and the captain left us, after
having invited us to dinner the next day.

Indeed, we were obliged to remain some days to avail ourselves of the
invitations which poured in upon us; and so I had one more proof that, there arc
few countries where travellers are treated with more disinterested courtesy and
kindness than in the English cantonments of India, We also made a short
hunting-excursion with some officers into the Aravalis, from which we returned
laden with booty. The plains which surrounded the camp were, as I have before
mentioned, rich in game of all sorts, and the ravines of the great chain of mountains
contain several kinds of wild beasts. Hunting and shooting are naturally tho
chief occupations of the officers, who have very little else to do ; and every year
they organise regular expeditions, in which they exterminate large quantities of
tigers, panthers, bears, &c. These expeditions form a theme of conversation for
the whole year, and are not wanting in dramatic episodes to interest the hearer,
In fact, rarely does one of these hunting-excursions take place without some
serious accident, for a wounded tiger at bay is an animal as dangerous and bold
as he is cowardly and timid when he can escape by flight. I think I have
already mentioned that this animal rarely charges the hunters, unless he is
wounded. We thus passed the five days of our stay at Nusserabad very
agreeably.

On the 3Oth of March we started for Ajmere, distant from us about fifteen
miles. Scarcely had we left Nusserabad when the road led us into the mountains,
and we were soon in the midst of the Aravalis. The sun rose as we passed the
first defiles, and added to the beauty of the country. Sharp peaks rose on all
sides of us, "torn into strange forms, between which the precipices, still plunged in
obscurity, formed many an abyss; and the luminous rays of the sun, intercepted
by the points of the rocks, formed rosy halos round the lofty summits. Enormous
cacti, the only vegetation in these ravines, grew here and there in fantastic groups;
and on the plateaux, a few large shrubs, flaming with their bunches of scarlet
flowers, rose above the low jungle. Partridges, hidden amongst the herbage, were
saluting the rising sun with their sharp cries; and once or twice a peacock flew
off at our approach, and passed before us like a sheaf of glittering emeralds. The
freshness of the morning, the songs of the birds, and the splendid view made
us forget all our past fatigues; every one was gay, and iny men chatted and